Noel Shipp: The Man Who Kept Wollongong Riding

For generations of Illawarra motorcyclists, the name Noel Shipp represented far more than a
motorcycle dealership. It stood for experience, integrity and an unwavering passion for
motorcycles that spanned almost a century of family history.

The Shipp family's contribution to motorcycling began in 1923, when mechanic and
motorcycle enthusiast Jim Shipp established a motorcycle sales and repair business in
Wollongong. At a time when motorcycles were still emerging as practical transport, Jim's
workshop became one of the region's pioneering motorcycle businesses and helped foster a
growing riding community.

Growing up in this environment, Noel Shipp was immersed in motorcycles from childhood.
Family stories recall that he was so captivated by motorcycles that he even kept an AJS in his
bedroom. After completing a fitter and turner's apprenticeship with Lysaghts, Noel joined his
father's business in September 1949, bringing with him not only engineering skills but an
enthusiasm for riding that would define his life.

As Noel assumed responsibility for the family business, he quickly earned a reputation as one
of the Illawarra's most respected motorcycle dealers. Customers appreciated his practical
knowledge because it came from firsthand experience. Like many dealers of his generation,
Noel was first and foremost a rider. He regularly took part in club events, reliability rides and
trail rides throughout the region, developing an intimate understanding of motorcycles that no
sales brochure could provide.

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, Noel Shipp Motorcycles became much more than a retail
business. Riders gathered there before weekend rides, swapped stories around the workshop



counter and sought advice from someone whose knowledge had been earned through decades
of riding and repairing motorcycles. It became a hub of the local motorcycling community
and a place where generations of riders felt welcome.

Away from the dealership, Noel developed a deep affection for classic British trials
motorcycles. His expertise became recognised well beyond the Illawarra, particularly among
enthusiasts of vintage competition machines.

One of the centrepieces of his collection was an ex-factory AJS 350 trials motorcycle
imported from England during the early 1970s. The motorcycle had previously been ridden
by multiple British Trials Champion Mick Andrews, making it one of Australia's most
historically significant classic trials machines.

The motorcycle gained further historical
significance in 1975, when British trials rider Rob
Edwards toured Australia to promote the Montesa
brand. Noel proudly presented the AJS and invited
Edwards to ride the machine, creating photographs
that have since become an important part of the
documented history of one of the world's best-
known AJS trials motorcycles.

Despite enormous changes within the motorcycle
industry, Noel never lost his enthusiasm for classic
motorcycles. While the dealership evolved over the
decades, he continued restoring, collecting and
riding British machines, freely sharing his
knowledge with enthusiasts from across Australia.
Whether discussing a Triumph, tuning an AJS or
talking about the latest BMW, Noel's quiet
expertise and genuine love of motorcycles earned
him widespread respect.




In later years, Noel gradually stepped away from new motorcycle franchises to concentrate
on spare parts and servicing loyal customers. As internet retail transformed the industry, the
business became less commercial and more a labour of love, yet the workshop remained a
destination for riders seeking advice from someone whose experience stretched back
generations.

When Noel Shipp passed away in 2012, the Illawarra farewelled one of its true
motorcycling pioneers. His passing marked the end of one of the region's oldest family
motorcycle businesses, but his legacy lives on in the riders he mentored, the motorcycles he
preserved and the countless friendships formed through a shared love of two wheels.

Noel Shipp's story is ultimately about more than a dealership. It is the story of a man who
devoted his life to motorcycling, whose workshop became a second home for generations of
riders, and whose passion helped shape the rich motorcycling heritage of Wollongong and the
[llawarra.




